
To receive a free copy, register at  

www.centrumbalticum.org/en

M A R G U S 

T S A H K N A

The world has the 

power to help 

Ukraine win the war

T O M I  T A I P A L E

The role of the 

Finnish SME sector in 

the reconstruction  

of Ukraine

E L I N A 

V A L T O N E N

Ukraine has the 

right to determine 

its own future

February 2024 

ISSUE no. 1SPECIAL ISSUE ON UKRAINE’S 

INTEGRATION TO WEST

BALTIC RIM ECONOMIES

K R I Š J Ā N I S

K A R I Ņ Š

Ukraine forging  

its future towards 

the EU



T h e  C e n t r u m  B a l t i c u m  F o u n d a t i o n  p u b l i s h e s 
t h e  B a l t i c  R i m  E c o n o m i e s  ( B R E )  r e v i e w 
w h i c h  d e a l s  w i t h  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f 

t h e  B a l t i c  S e a  r e g i o n .
 

I n  t h e  B R E  r e v i e w ,  p u b l i c  a n d  c o r p o r a t e 
d e c i s i o n  m a k e r s ,  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  A c a -

d e m i a ,  a s  w e l l  a s  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  e x p e r t s  c o n -
t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n . 

ISSN 1459-9759

Editor-in-Chief | Kari Liuhto

(responsible for writer invitations) 

Technical Editor |  

Sonja Lavonen

Centrum Balticum

Vanha Suurtori 7 

FI-20500 TURKU, Finland

www.centrumbalticum.org/en

centrumbalticum@centrumbalticum.org

Data protection description

C e n t r u m  B a l t i c u m



3

B a l t i c  R i m  E c o n o m i e s2 4 . 2 . 2 0 2 4 I S S U E  #  1

w w w. c e n t r u m b a l t i c u m . o r g / e n

E X P E R T  A R T I C L E S

Urpo Kivikari  6

Ukraine allying with the West

Kateryna Rashevska 7

Special demographic operation: Ukrainian 

children for Russia

Elina Valtonen 8

Ukraine has the right to determine its  

own future

Margus Tsahkna 9

The world has the power to help Ukraine 

win the war

Krišjānis Kariņš 10

Ukraine forging its future towards the EU 

Andrius Kubilius 11

Why is Ukraine’s membership needed for 

the EU itself?

Artis Pabriks 12

The value of Ukrainian EU and NATO 

membership

Rt Hon Charles Clarke 13

Challenges to face

Pekka Toveri 14

Integrating the Ukrainian military to  

the West

Valentyn Nalyvaichenko 15

Victory of the European idea: Ukraine on 

the way to the EU

Tytti Tuppurainen 16

Ukraine, Russia’s war, and the Global South 

Roman Sohn, Ariana Gic & 18

Hanna Hopko 

The world needs an international “Justice 

Coalition” for Russian genocide against 

Ukrainians

Olga Dibrova 20

Social Resilience: Ukraine and Finland in 

the new era

Vitaly Chernetsky 21

Ukrainian cultural diplomacy: Countering 

epistemic injustice as part of the war 

response

Mykhaylo Komarnytskyy 22

City diplomacy amidst Russia’s war in 

Ukraine

Matti Maasikas 23

Ukraine´s favour to EU´s enlargement policy

Rolf Holmboe 24

Civilian security and Ukraine’s EU accession

Salla Nazarenko 25

Press freedom in Ukraine needs to be 

protected

James Sherr 26

Russia’s war against Ukraine: Fallacies  

and falsehoods

Kęstutis Kilinskas 27

Several historical remarks on Russian 

application of force Ukraine

Andrzej Fałkowski 28

The importance of reforms of Ukraine’s 

defence system in the times of war

Juha Vauhkonen 30

Ukraine’s long and winding road 

Dr. Klaus Wittmann 31

Ukraine and its integration towards the West

Andrii Davydiuk 34 

Collaborative strategies: Fortifying nations  

in the cyber battlefield

Yuliia Shchetyna  35

10 years of war in Ukraine: Perspectives  

on demining territories

Andrii Ryzhenko 36

Naval drones and ‘Mosquito Fleet’ as a 

strategic concept for Ukraine’s maritime 

security 

Borys Babin  38

Danube, eurointegration and Russian  

naval aggression

James Rodgers 39

Crimea a ‘terrible mistake’?: Perhaps not  

the first 

Natalya Belitser 40

Liberation of Crimea: A path to win the war

Galina Yavorska  41

Global (dis)order and options for  

Russo-Ukraine war endgame

Steven Pifer 42

NATO should talk accession with Ukraine

Tetiana Polozova & Iryna Sheiko 43

Role of Ukraine integration into EU and  

NATO for supporting economic development 

and national security

Yuliya Kazdobina 44

Ukraine’s integration with the west is about  

a new security architecture in Europe

Vira Konstantynova 45

Ukraine and its integration towards the West

Victor Rud 46

Can the West grow up?

Nataliia Melnychenko 48

To East or to West, that was the question

Heikki Mulari  49

Ukraine’s Western leap: Revolution and 

reform redefine a nation

Viktoriia Hladii 50

Challenges and opportunities in Ukraine’s 

preparation for the EU accession

Riana Teifukova 51

European integration of Ukraine amidst 

Russian intervention: Challenges and 

strategic shifts

Matti Posio  52

How long can Ukraine keep supporting  

the West?

Nataliya Teramae 54

Ukraine’s European (re)integration

Mykhailo Gonchar 55

Ukraine – EU: Integration under conditions  

of war in Europe

Antti Hartikainen 56

EU integration of Ukraine: Indicators and 

their further development

Yevheniia Horiunova  57

Ukrainian Eurointegration: The price of the 

choice

Olena Snigyr 58

Getting rid of illusions

Yana Prymachenko 59

Values vs Realpolitik: The outcome of Russia’s 

war in Ukraine and the science fiction

Kateryna Ivashchenko-Stadnik 60

Ukraine’s shifting geopolitical attitudes prior 

to 2014 and during a decade of war 

Evhen Tsybulenko 62

We should say it! Russia and Ruscism must 

disappear!

Solomija Buk & Oksana Babelyuk 63

Linguistic myths in Russian-Ukrainian war: 

Changes and challenges

Alari Purju 65

Economic ties between Ukraine and Estonia

Tomi Taipale 66

The role of the Finnish SME sector in the 

reconstruction of Ukraine

Aleksander Panasiuk &  67

Halyna Zubrytska  

Future of tourism in Ukraine after the end 

of the war

Oleksandr Sukhodolia  68

Ukrainian contribution to meet western 

democracies’ energy security challenges

Andrian Prokip 70

Battling Russia and populism: Ukraine’s 

energy sector after 2014

Victor Liakh & Ilona Khmeleva 71

Pro-Western reforms despite all obstacles: 

Main achievements of Ukrainian civil society 

during the war decade

Hlib Fishchenko  73

Maidan as a phenomenon of formation  

of Ukrainian civil society

Valeriia Loiko 74

Education in Ukraine during the war 

Maksym Kravchuk 75

The peace formula: A holistic pathway 

towards a just and lasting peace

Roman Martynovskyy 76

Ukraine of the future

Peter Dickinson 77

European security hinges on Ukrainian 

victory

Eskender Bariiev 79

New trends of Russian crimes in Crimea

Kari Liuhto 80

EU-Ukraine integration via the  

trade bridge



 

To receive a free copy, 

register at  

www.centrumbalticum.org/en

C e n t r u m  B a l t i c u m



6 3

B a l t i c  R i m  E c o n o m i e s2 4 . 2 . 2 0 2 4 I S S U E  #  1

w w w. c e n t r u m b a l t i c u m . o r g / e n

S O L O M I J A  B U K  &  O K S A N A  B A B E L Y U K

Linguistic myths in Russian-

Ukrainian war: Changes and 

challenges

I
n the course of world history, different ethnic groups could often 

justify their right to constitute an independent nation by proving their 

national identity, cultural nationhood, speaking their own unique 

language. Sometimes, political ideology, rather than linguistic facts, 

can shape public opinion about how similar or different particular 

languages are. It is common wisdom that languages and how people 

use them represent personal national identities, as well as political and 

cultural histories of a definite country. 

 The impact of Russian-Ukrainian war on culture, communication and 

Ukrainian language is crucial. Full scale Russian invasion in Ukraine opened 

multiple questions not only in geopolitical and economical spheres, but in 

linguistic as well. Among them: language situation in Ukraine before and 

during the war, modelling post-war language situation; redistribution of 

language functions in a bilingual society; war migration and language; 

language problems of education in the conditions of war and post-war 

times; language of war, propaganda with linguistic myth for manipulation 

and the ways of their neutralization. This is not a complete list of the 

problems Ukraine is facing now.

 Here is a brief overview of how similarities between Ukrainian and 

Russian languages are used by Russian propaganda to create certain 

linguistic myths for political manipulation.

 The first myth is that the Ukrainian language cannot be regarded as a 

separate language as it is similar to Russian. The truth is that Ukrainian as 

a Slavic (Slavonic) language is related to other Slavic languages, such as 

Belorussian, Bulgarian, Czech, Polish, Slovak, Russian, etc. and shares some 

common features with them. Though for the Ukrainian language a version 

of the Cyrillic alphabet is basic, the Ukrainian also has a few unique letters 

to represent sounds specific to the Ukrainian language (г, ґ, є, і, ї). Hence, 

Russian and Ukrainian are separate languages with some sort of complete 

and clear division between them.

 It is also worth mentioning that over time, under some historical 

conditions, forced political influence quite definite divergences appeared 

between these two languages. Ukraine became the eastern part of the 

Polish-Lithuanian commonwealth, absorbing significant amount of Polish 

words into its language. Moscow united the cities of the north and east 

into an independent state, eventually called Russia. So its language was 

shaped by contacts and immigrations from areas to the east and the 

borrowing of foreign technical and cultural terms from western European 

countries like France, Germany and the Netherlands. As a result great shifts 

had emerged both in the languages’ vocabularies, as well as in the sounds 

and grammar. One frequently cited figure is that Ukrainian and Russian 

share about 62% of their vocabulary. This is about the same amount of 

shared vocabulary that English has with Dutch, according to the same 

calculations. It means that a Russian with no knowledge of Ukrainian (or 

vice versa) would understand roughly five in eight words. To understand 

this, have a friend cross out three out of every eight words in a newspaper 

and see how much of the text you can follow.

 Another linguistic myth is that the Ukrainian language is a dialect 

of the Russian language. The truth is that over a thousand years ago, 

there was a language spoken in central Europe that we now call proto-

Slavic, an ancestor to all the Slavic languages spoken today. Speakers 

of proto-Slavic migrated across Europe, spread out, and settled down, 

and taught their children to speak their languages which were at the 

very beginning in the form of dialects. However, because they were so 

spread out into multiple communities, each community started doing 

things a little differently — and then, as time went on, things got more 

and more different, until eventually members of these communities that 

once spoke the same mother tongue became unable to understand one 

another. This divergence of dialects over time and distance is how many 

languages evolve. However this evolution of Ukrainian is often used as a 

serious argument that Ukrainian is not a separate language, it’s a dialect of 

Russian.

 One more rather common linguistic myth is the Ukrainian cannot be 

regarded as a separate language because most Ukrainians in Ukraine speak 

Russian, but Russians never speak Ukrainian. The fact that most Russians 

don’t know or understand Ukrainian as it’s a different language, and most 

Ukrainians know and understand Russian are not because of linguistic 

peculiarities of the languages, but as a result of forced russiafication and 

bitter history of Ukraine. As the Russian-speaking Soviet Union occupied 

Ukraine for almost 70 years, Russian was the only official language of 

Ukraine. Government, schools, and business were all required to only 

use Russian, so even though most families continued using Ukrainian 

at home, especially at the countryside, much of their urban public lives 

required Russian. Hence another myth, the persuasion that Ukrainian is 

the language that is spoken only in villages, at the countryside and it’s 

a shame to show one’s country roots. As a result, older generation of 

Ukrainians grew up around Russian. 

 Covering itself with a screen of protection of Russian language, 

Moskow’s the so called “special operation” made the opposite effect on 

the sociolinguistic situation in Ukraine: Rusian-Ukrainian war discredited 

the perception of Russian language and culture in eyes of Ukrainians, 

moreover, even in its Eastern regions. De iure Ukraine has one official 

state language (Ukrainian), and de facto because of the long period of 

Russian colonization of Ukraine, Russian became very widespread in the 

Central and Eastern parts of Ukraine as a lingua franca needed to make 

career and to be seen as loyal to the ruling government. So, even here 

instead of strengthening the foundations of the “Russian world/peace”, 

the full scale invasion activated the self-identification, nation-building, 

and unifying function of the Ukrainian, not the Russian, language. While 

Russian became to be seen as the language of the enemy, invaders, and 

occupants. Such the geopolitical and sociolinguistic situation in Ukraine 

had a huge impact on the perception of Ukrainian in eyes of many foreign 

citizens, in particular in eyes of people learning Ukrainian.   
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