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The ongoing military conflict in Ukraine has significantly 

escalated the risks of chemical, biological, radiological, nuclear 

(CBRN) and environmental threats. Effective mitigation of these 

hazards and coordination with international relief missions require 

Ukrainian civil protection specialists to possess high-level foreign 

language communicative competence [1, p. 179]. English serves as 

the primary working language of most international rescue and 

coordination structures, such as INSARAG, the EU Civil Protection 

Mechanism (UCPM), and the Emergency Response Coordination 

Centre (ERCC) [3, p. 5]. Professional foreign language competence 

enables civil protection specialists to participate in international 

missions, understand the legal frameworks of other countries, and 

apply interpreting skills during multinational exercises. This paper 

outlines a specialized approach to English for Specific Purposes 

(ESP) training, focusing on the integration of authentic scientific 

discourse, practical simulations of emergency communication, and 

the adaptation of European educational best practices. 

Proficiency in a foreign language is a crucial factor for the 

professional mobility of civil protection and crisis response special-

ists in European countries. In the Netherlands, training for interna-

tional missions is conducted in English, and national crisis manage-

ment systems actively facilitate international and networked coop-

eration [9]. In France, specialized educational institutions integrate 
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tailored English-language modules and distance learning platforms 

into their programs for rescue service officers [10]. Denmark offers 

an extensive system of vocational and higher education where stu-

dents can study in English, participate in international exchanges, 

and earn ECTS credits for academic English courses. In contrast, 

firefighter training in Germany is conducted exclusively in the na-

tional language, leaving foreign language studies outside the institu-

tion's core educational program [1, p. 180]. Consequently, most Eu-

ropean countries are actively incorporating an English-language 

component into the training of security professionals to enhance 

their international collaboration. 

To align Ukrainian training with European standards, it is 

essential to analyze the professional foreign language training 

models used by civil protection specialists in EU countries. In 

Denmark, the Danish Emergency Management Agency (DEMA) 

actively cooperates with Ukrainian institutions, conducting regular 

training sessions that necessitate professional English proficiency. 

DEMA’s approach emphasizes practical crisis management, 

emergency planning, and international interoperability [6]. 

Similarly, the Emergency Services Academy Finland 

(Pelastusopisto) offers specialized English courses designed for 

international experts preparing for UCPM and United Nations 

Disaster Assessment and Coordination (UNDAC) missions. The 

Finnish academy also coordinates the Finn Rescue Team and 

Technical Assistance and Support Team , highlighting the need for 

rapid information management and effective communication in a 

multilingual environment during multinational operations [7]. 

Advanced pedagogical models are also prominently observed 

in the Baltic States and Eastern Europe. The Estonian Academy of 

Security Sciences (EASS) successfully implements Content and 

Language Integrated Learning (CLIL) and English as a Medium of 

Instruction (EMI), which simultaneously enhance professional 

subject knowledge and linguistic competencies. Furthermore, EASS 

widely applies the tandem language learning method, which 
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involves practical language acquisition in an extracurricular 

environment to overcome language barriers and practice adequate 

responses in crisis situations [2, p. 135].  

In Poland, the Main School of Fire Service (SGSP) in Warsaw 

integrates intensive ESP courses into its bachelor's and master's 

programs. For instance, the "Rescue, Civil Protection, and 

Humanitarian Aid" program includes a 120-hour foreign language 

module [8]. The curriculum is strictly focused on international 

terminology, disaster classification (natural and man-made), 

specific threats like epidemics and pandemics, and vocabulary 

related to humanitarian aid and operative communication. These 

European models demonstrate that foreign language is not merely 

an academic subject but a critical operational tool that requires deep 

integration with professional training. 

Drawing upon these EU practices, the theoretical framework of 

our proposed ESP teaching strategy is based on the structural and 

semantic analysis of civil protection authentic materials [3, p. 6]. The 

practical implementation of this approach is realized through a 

specialized teaching manual designed for the civil protection sector. A 

fundamental principle of the manual is the exclusive use of authentic 

materials, including international safety protocols, UCPM guidelines, 

and INSARAG standards [3, p.7]. Moving away from simplified or 

artificial texts allows trainees to engage with the actual terminology and 

reporting structures used in global emergency response.  

In the future perspective, integrating the analysis of authentic 

scientific discourse with technology-enhanced practical exercises 

while adopting the proven ESP, CLIL, and tandem methodologies from 

Danish, Finnish, Estonian, and Polish civil protection academies, will 

significantly improve the institutional readiness of Ukrainian services 

to address the complex environmental threats of wartime. 
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