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A. V. Sherstobitova 
(Lviv State University of Life Safety), 

R. S. Yakovchuk 
(PhD of technical sciences, reader in department of Law 

 and Management of civil protection) 
 

THE HISTORY OF FORMATION OF CIVIL 
DEFENCE IN UKRAINE 

 
Modern development of Ukraine is characterized with the 

improvement of measures about security of the individual and the state in 
general, and solving the problems about civil defense (CD), population and 
territories of man-made and natural emergencies (NE). Nowadays it is one 
of the most important functions of the state.  

Any of public policy, including the Civil Defense, is influenced by 
certain historical conditions that can determine its formation process, 
identify positive and negative aspects of development.  

There are four main stages of establishing of the state system of 
protection population and territories from emergency situations in our 
country.  

The first stage is characterized by protection population in possible 
areas of aviation activity. The reason for that was connected with the 
beginning of rapid development of use of chemical weapons especially 
aviation. This fact caused to the need for protection of settlements from air 
strikes. Air defense also along with troops attracted citizens to defend the 
attacks from the air.  

This led to the creation of local air defense system (LADS) that 
relied on cities and citizens and that became the precursor of the system of 
civil defense (CD) state.  

In 1929 based on air defense, some new services were formed-
engineering of chemical protection, internal oversight and reconnaissance, 
in 1931-fire protection, rescue and safety, health, veterinary service 
and  air  defense.  
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Commissars (CPC) was issued, which approved the regulation of air 
defense of the USSR.  

The main objectives of LADS were: to warn people about the threat 
of attacks from the air and Alert about a threat; the elimination of the effects 
of attacks from the air, including the use of toxic substances; preparing 
bomb shelters and storage facilities to the public; organization of medical 
and first medical aid to victims of the attack from the air; granting 
veterinary care to animals affected and so on.  

In a relatively short period Air defense of country turned into an 
effective system of protection the population and economic facilities from 
enemy attacks from the air.  

At the beginning of World War II Air defense was quite organized, 
clear, modern for that period and, in general, was ready to perform its tasks.  

In July 1961 AD was transformed into a civil defense (CO) of the 
USSR, which became part of part of the national defense measures that 
were carried out in peace and war times, with aim to protect the population 
and national economy against weapons of mass destruction, and to rescue 
and recovery works in the lesions, areas of possible flooding.  

In the 1970-
involved in the fight against major natural disasters, participated in the 
development and organization of preventive measures to reduce losses for 
possible natural disasters, accidents, catastrophes.  

However, Chernobyl accident April 26, 1986 was a serious test for 
the population of Ukraine and for the whole system of population protection 
and territories from emergency situations. It gave an object lesson revealed 
setbacks and shortcomings in readiness of CD.  

On February 3, 1993 the Parliament of Ukraine adopted the Law of 
 

In May 1994 the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine adopted the 
resolution that approved the  

But the most radical step, in protection of population from 
emergency was formation by Presidential Decree Ukraine from October 28, 
1996 of the Ministry of Ukraine of Emergencies Situations and Affairs of 
Population Protection from the Consequences of Chernobyl Catastrophe.  

At the end of 1999 begins the formation of the emergency services. 
Specifically, 11 December 1999 Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine adopted a 

ized Rescue Service 
search and rescue tourists , and on 14-th December, 1999 the Parliament of 

.  

Concept of population and territo . 
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An important step in the formation of state policy in the CD was 
signed On 15-th September, 2003 the Decree of the President of Ukraine 

fire protection in a separate non-
basic principles of building an unified state system of civil protection are 
established in Ukraine. With this event is associated other further adoption 
of such laws and regulations.  

Civil Defense forces and its means must be prepared not only to act 
in a war as to be able to effectively to solve problems that arise in 
peacetime, paying special attention to mobilization planning. Despite the 
adoption of measures of emergencies the Increasing damage from 
emergency situations is high. Losses remain high among the people as well 
as damage caused in environment.  

In the future, CD should be based on the principle of strategic 
mobility. Industry, agriculture, economy, governments must be ready to 
move quickly to work on plans of liquidation response and consequences of 
the National Assembly, and if necessary, the plans of emergency and 
martial law.  

 
 

1. Vorobev Y. L catastrophe and society / Y. L Vorobev, G. G Malinetskii, 
V. I Osipov [et al.].  M.: Contact-culture, 2000.  331 p.  

2. Hun A. I Civil defense: Textbook for universities.  K.: The Ministry 
of  Education, 1995.  216 p.  
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